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On 13th June 2007 the Board of the Hadyard Hill CBF Ltd, adopted the following criteria for award of funding:

1. The Agreement with SSE concerning Hadyard Hill gives a broad outline of the type of expenditure that is seen as appropriate.  This is defined as ‘being used for such charitable, educational, environmental/energy efficiency/renewable energy, and general amenity projects or other purposes as may be agreed with the Company to be in the best interests of the communities in the areas of the Community Councils and for no other purposes’

2. The Agreement specifically indicated that the Community Fund would not be used for political or religious purposes, any purpose which the Company views as adverse to its interest, or any purpose already funded by public sector funding. 

3. Within these very broad definitions of appropriate expenditure, the Company wants to focus the objectives in order that the distribution system can run more effectively.  The Company has defined the broad funding criteria detailed below:

· Reducing poverty and disadvantage.

· Improving the health of residents.

· Promoting care and support of vulnerable people.

· Improving community safety.

· Ensuring easy access to employment opportunities.

· Achieving parity with national educational attainment levels.

· Promoting a wide range of recreational, sporting and cultural 

activities.

· Improving rural transport opportunities

· Improving rural business opportunities

· Promoting environmental awareness and energy efficiency measures

· Building the capacity of voluntary organisations to learn skills and develop experience with a view to them becoming sustainable organisations

· Using the Fund as matches funding to input from other funding bodies for projects that otherwise meet the broad criteria.

GUIDANCE ON COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM

Who is eligible to apply?

The fund is open to all constituted groups, delivering projects within the three community council areas affected by the Hadyard Hill wind farm development – Barr, Dailly and Pinwherry & Pinmore.

How much can you apply for?

While there is no actual ceiling on applications, the Company has a responsibility to the communities it serves and therefore will try to ensure as many and as broad a range of projects are funded.  For larger projects applicants may be required to produce a business plan and other supporting documentation, however this will be at the discretion of the board.  These projects must be innovative, demonstrate widespread benefits for the communities and applicants may have to demonstrate who will be managing the grant fund.  There is no lower limit, as we are aware that for some groups a little money can make a huge difference.

Organisational Details

Questions 1 & 2 - Apart from the basic details of your organisation, please give your project a title/name – we will then give your project a unique reference number.

Questions 3 & 4 – Please ensure you give us details of two people who are involved with your project and who we can contact if we require further information.

Question 5 - Please note the Company does not normally accept applications from unconstituted groups.  Private companies will not generally be considered unless they can clearly demonstrate that any private gain to the company is outweighed by the benefits to the local community.  

Question 6 to 8 – Please make sure you tell us what the main activities of your organisation are.  We also want to know about how your organisation is managed, who is responsible for key decision-making and whether you work with volunteers from the community. 

About the Project

Question 9 – The Company has been formed to ensure any wind farm benefit funding, is redistributed to the three communities affected by the Hadyard Hill wind farm development.  Therefore funding is available only to projects that will benefit the communities of Barr, Dailly and Pinwherry & Pinmore.

Question 10 – Which of our funding criteria does your project meet?  Here are our definitions for applicants to consider:

	Reducing poverty and disadvantage
	Poverty will be interpreted broadly and a person does not have to be destitute to be considered poor. The prevention of poverty includes preventing those who are poor from becoming poorer as well as preventing those who are at risk of being poor from becoming poor.

	Improving the health of residents
	We will consider health in the context of this purpose to encompass both physical and mental health. The advancement of health can be pursued by conventional methods as well as complementary.

	Promoting care and support of vulnerable people
	We want to emphasises the importance of prevention and promoting independence and highlight the need to enable vulnerable people to access a range of co-ordinated services in a more flexible and imaginative way

	Improving community safety


	We want to encourage projects / activities that make your local community a "safer place to live" (e.g. neighbourhood watch schemes, traffic safety awareness schemes, fire safety awareness schemes, setting up community safety partnerships, support and facilities for young people)

	Ensuring easy access to employment opportunities
	We want to encourage projects / activities that raise the skills, knowledge, confidence and employability of groups and individuals within rural communities (e.g. life long learning schemes, community / village shops, work experience programmes, ICT training and support, rural business advice services)

	Achieving parity with national educational attainment levels
	This will cover both formal education, such as through schools and universities, and less formal education, which may take place in the community. It covers education, training and research and broader education in the development of individual capabilities, skills and understanding.

	Promoting a wide range of recreational, sporting and cultural activities
	This refers not only to facilities, but events and activities linked to sports, culture and recreation.  In particular promotion of activities that give access to target groups i.e., young people, older people and those with transport problems.

	Improving rural transport opportunities
	Projects which bring services closer to people in our rural communities; improving personal mobility

	Improving rural business opportunities
	Projects which enhance the vitality and viability of new and existing rural businesses.

	Building the capacity of voluntary organisations to learn skills and develop experience with a view to them becoming sustainable organisations
	This could cover projects that assist community groups and voluntary organisation to develop into social enterprises to ensure a thriving, expanding, community of successful social enterprises in the future. Or it could be projects, which simply secure the long-term future of organisations by e.g. increasing memberships or increasing community involvement.

	Using the Fund as match funding to input from other funding bodies for projects that otherwise meet the broad criteria
	Some projects (especially larger projects) may require a cocktail of funding.  The Community Benefit Fund may be used to enhance this cocktail of funding.


Question 11 – Please ensure you know exactly what you want to do and that you can do it within the timescale indicated in your application.  Be realistic about what you can achieve with short term funding and how you will record your achievements.  

Also tell us how any award granted will help the communities of the Hadyard Hill wind farm area and how you will monitor the impact of the award.

Question 12 – You may or may not have a confirmed timescale for you project, but we need a realistic estimate to allow you to complete an end of project monitoring form within three months of your project completion. 

Question 13 – We need to know exactly what you intend to spend the funding on – especially if it is part of a wider project that is being funded from other sources.  We will expect you to have quotes to back up the budget information and ask you to include copies of these with the application e.g., for play equipment this may be a photocopy of the brochure/price list.

For building work there is an additional list of requirements below in a special checklist.  We especially need to know that you own the building you wish to improve, or that you have a lease, which will continue for at least 20 years after the award of Grant.  We also need to know that appropriate people are involved in carrying out and managing the building work.

Question 14 – Please list all other funders involved in your project and if necessary continue on a separate sheet.

Question 15 and 16 – We need to know if you have free reserves in your bank account – that is money, which is not committed elsewhere.  

Declaration & Terms and Conditions

Please remember to get your application form signed by the primary contact this may be an office bearer from your committee i.e., Chair, Treasurer or Secretary or someone who you haves appointed to apply on your behalf.   If they do not we cannot process your application!

Question 18 – Checklists

For all applicants

Please ensure all documentation requested is enclosed, otherwise this will cause delays in assessing your application.

For Building projects

The level of compliance with this checklist will depend on the level of complexity of your project.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact us for advice but as a general rule for significant building work we will normally require the following:


Evidence of ownership of the property or a copy of your lease agreement


A copy of your plans including a properly costed budget


A copy of your building warrant and planning permission


A copy of the contract you have with any professional advisors or contractors
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